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Jews  In  Lincoln  Campaigns 

By  Isaac  Markens 


The  106th  anniversary  of  Lin- 
coln's birth  recalls  the  numerous 
political  contests  in  which  his  ’Jewish 
friends  took  a prominent  part.  Al- 
ready in  1854  he  was  intimately  as 
sociated  with  Abraham  Jonas,  of 
Quincy,  111.,  in  shaping1  the  politics 
of  that  State.  The  future  President, 
on  a visit  to  that  city  on  one  occa 
'ion,  passed  a night  with  Jonas,  and 
during  the  memorable  debates  with 
Douglas,  Jonas,  as  chairman  of  the 
Republican  committee,  figured  prom- 
inently in  the  reception  of  Lincoln 
in  that  town  and  entertaining  him  ir 
his  office,  where  Lincoln  did  much 
of  his  work.  One  of  Lincoln's  earli- 
est appointments  after  his  first  inau- 
guration was  that  of  Jonas  to  the 
postmastership  of  Quincy,  which 
office  he  held  for  three  years.  He 
died  while  holding  this  office. 

Another  citizen  of  Illinois  close  to 
Lincoln  before  Ins  election  to  the 
Presidency  was  Henry  Greenebaum, 
of  Chicago,  who  on  one  occasion 
accompanied  Lincoln  on  a walk  and 
was  asked  to  support  his  candidacy 
for  United  States  Senator  against 
Douglas. 

In  the  Presidential  campaign  of 
i860  Sigismund  Kauffman,  a promi- 
nent New  York  lawyer,  was  Presi- 
dential elector  on  the  Republican 
ticket  of  i860.  Moritz  Pinner,  of 
Missouri,  and  Lewis  N Dembitz,  of 
Kentucky,  were  delegates  to  the  Re 
publican  national  convention  of  i860 
Maier  Ilirsch,  of  Oregon,  was  a del- 
egate from  Oregon  to  the  Republican 
national  convention  in  1864. 

In  the  city  of  New  York  we  find 
frequent  newspaper  mention  of 
Abram  Diltenhoefer,  Morris  Fried 
sam,  Philip  F'rankeiilieimcr  and  J 
Solis  Ritterband  occurring  during 
the  campaign  of  i860,  in  the  promo- 
tion of  Lincoln’s  condidacy.  Shortly 
before  the  election  Michael  .Solomons 
united  with  Charles  O'Conor,  Sam- 
uel J.  Tilden  and  fifteen  other  citi- 
zens of  note,  in  public  called  for  sub 
scriptions  to  meet  the  general  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  contest  for  the 
defeat  of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin. 

Prominently  associated  with  the 


German  Democracy  in  opposition  to 
Lincoln's  candidacy  was  Leopold 
Bamberger,  a well-known  merchant. 
An  organization  styling  itself  “The 


great  majority  of  co-religionists,  in 
a public  meeting  at  Kinds  Hotel,  in 
Ludlow  street,  denounced  the  organ- 
ization, repudiated  its  chairman,  and 


lowed.  Emanuel  B.  Hart,  surveyo: 
of  the  Port  of  New  York  by  ap- 
pointment of  President  Buchanan, 
while  interested  in  the  defeat  of  Lin- 


six  months  after  Lincoln’s  inaugura- 
tion, in  recognition  of  his  efficient 
and  valuable  services. 

Immediately  after  Lincoln's  elec- 
tion Myer  Jacobs,  for  thirty  years 
prominent  in  political  and  military 
affairs  in  South  Carolina,  and  then 
occupying  the  office  of  Surveyor  of 
the  Port  of  Charleston  since  1847. 
announced  in  the  Charleston  Courier 
that  he  would  not  hold  the  office  of 
Surveyor  or  any  other  office  under 
a black  Republican.  He  was  retained 
in  the  office  under  the  Confederacy 
by  appointment  of  President  Davis. 
Henry  M.  Ilyams,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana,  about  this  tint- 
offered  his  services  to  the  Governor 
of  his  native  State.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocratic leader  and  went  to  Louisiana 
with  Judah  P.  Benjamin.  \Y.  \\. 
Mordecai  took  part  in  a meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Mobile,  who  put  on 
record  that  they  should  not  submit 
to  the  election  of  Lincoln.  Franklin 
J.  Moses,  later  Chief  Justice  of 
South  Carolina,  introduced  a reso- 
lution m the  Senate  of  South  Caro- 
lina providing  that  the  Committee  on 
Federal  Resolutions  be  instructed  to 
report  a bill  providing  for  a con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  State 
to  consider  the  question  of  secession. 
Benjamin  Mordecai.  as  soon  as 
South  Carolina  passed  the  ordinance 
of  secession,  sent  $10,000  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  this  being  the 
first  subscription  to  the  Confederate 
cause. 

The  merchants  of  Columbus,  Ga., 
published  a card  in  the  Daily  Times 
of  that  city,  on  November  24,  which 
announced  in  substance  that  amid 
the  discord  and  confusion  disturbing 
the  public  mind,  politically  and  com- 
mercially, they  were  utterly  opposed 
to  any  measures  having  for  their  ob- 
ject any  release  from  or  abasement 
of  their  obligations  as  debtor.-  a: 
home  or  abroad.  This  announce- 
ment was  given  wide  publicity  in 
the  Northern  press.  Among  the 
signers  were  I.  C.  Moses,  Hall, 
Moses  & Co.,  and  S.  Heincman. 

Appended  to  an  address  to  th; 
business  men  of  New  York,  and  pub- 
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Democratic  Hebrew  General  Com- | announced  themselves  as  utterly  op- 1 coin,  pursued  during  the  campaign 
mittee,”  J.  Rosenberg,  chairman,  posed  to  bringing  their  religion  into  a course  so  conservative  and  tactful, 
sprung  up  during  this  campaign.  The  I politics,  and  it-  disintegration  fob  | as  to  secure  his  retention  in  office  ft* 
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lished  in  various  New  York  news- 
papers, October  29,  1864,  we  find 
the  names  of  Henry  Bodenheimer, 
Samuel  Schiffer,  Meyer  Feucht- 
wanger,  Jonas  Sampson,  Mason 
Loeb,  J.  B.  Cohen,  Simon  J.  Roths- 
child, S.  J.  Rosenthal,  Joseph  Reck- 
ensdorfer,  Louis  G.  Schiffer,  Moses 
H.  Lehman,  J.  Bernheimcr,  J.  Seelig- 
man,  Jacob  Schiffer,  G.  H.  Schiffer. 
V.  H.  Loewenstein  and  Samuel  M. 
Lederer.  Joseph  Fatman  was  one 
of  the  vice-presidents  of  a meeting 
held  in  Wall  street,  the  keynote  of 
the  resolutions  being  that  the  admin- 


istration of  Lincoln  had  not  com- 
manded the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Cooper  Institute,  New  York,  yas 
the  scene  of  a great  mass  meeting1  on 
November  4,  1864,  of  German  citi 
zens  who  favored  the  re-election  of 
Lincoln.  Among  the  signers  were 
the  names  of  William  Seligman,  Eu- 
gene S.  Ballin,  Gustavus  Levi,  Dr. 
Ernest  Krackowizer,  Philip  Walter, 
Leopold  J.  Werner,  Dr.  Sigmund 
Waterman,  and  Benjamin  Lehmaier. 
Opposed  to  Lincoln’s  re-election  was 
Lieut.  Lehman  Israels,  brother  of  the 
famous  Dutch  painter,  Josef  Israels. 
He  had  served  in  the  55th  New  York 
regiment  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mas,  was  an  aide  of  the  grand  mar- 
shal in  a great  McClellan  demon- 
stration in  New  York  city,  Novem- 
ber 5,  and  was  secretary  of  the  Mc- 
Clellan Legion,  whose  efforts  were 
directed  largely  in  enlisting  the  sup 
port  of  the  army  and  navy  for  Lin- 
coln's opponent.  Gerson  N.  Herr- 
man  and  Henry’  Hertz  took  a promi- 
nent part  in  the  McClellan  gather 
ings  in  this  campaign. 
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The  activity  of  David  Naar,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Mycr  Strouse,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in'  connection  with 
Lincoln  and  his  policy,  deserve  spe- 
cial mention.  Naar\s  incisive  pen 
was  engaged  in  wagin  relentless  W&r 
upon  Lincoln,  all  through  his  admin- 
istration, ill  the  Columns  of  the  Triic 
American  of  Trenton,  of  Whl&h  lie 
was  editor.  He  VviVs  U native  of  the 
Island  of  St.  Thomas,  where  he  was 
bortt  ill  1800.  The  Biographical  En- 
cyclopedia, of  New  Jersey,  refers  to 
him  as  an  Israelite  of  Spanish  origin, 
whose  progenitors  were  driven  from 
Spain  in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  and  as  being  for  ntaily  years 
prominent  in  New  Jersey  politics, 
serving  on  the  bench  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Essex  County, 
and  “distinguished  for  upholding 
with  bullish  vigor  all  Democratic 
party  measures,  supporting  it  with 
earnestness  and  hitting  all  the  while 
keen  blows  among  the  party's  ene- 
mies.” Naar's  antagonism  to  Lin- 
coln was  in  conformity  with  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  the  Democracy  at  that 
period,  opposition  to  the  administra- 
tion being  largely  encouraged  by 
dissensions  in  the  Republican  ranks, 
especially  in  the  last  year  of  the  war. 
when  Lincoln’s  renomination  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  many  of  the  lead- 
ers of  his  own  party.  Of  Lincoln's 
visit  to  Trenton  in  February,  1861. 
and  his  historic  address  to  the  New 
Jersey  Legislature,  Naar  wrote: 
"The  remarks  by  Mr.  Lincoln  were 
of  the  same  unmeaning,  nancommit- 
tal  character  as  at  other  places  since 
he  left  Springfield."  Naar  made  a 
point  to  quote  repeatedly  from  other 
newspapers  articles  derogatory  of 
Lincoln  and  with  evident  approval, 
all  through  his  administration.  On 
the  eve  of  the  counting  of  the  elec- 
toral vote  in  Congress,  in  1865.  he 
wrote : “Mr.  Lincoln  will  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office  under  cir- 
cumstances that  afford  little  or  no 
prospect  of  any  abatement  in  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people.” 

Two  days  after  Lincoln’s  second 
inauguration,  Naar  hoped  that  hi; 
new  term  would  “not  at  least  be 
disgraced  by  a repetition  of  these 
violations  of  civil  law  and  constii 
tutional  liberty  which  have  been 
enforced  under  the  term  just  closed." 
"His  administration  is  unworthy 
of  the  confidence  of  any  people 
and  is  a disgrace  to  the  Amer- 
ican name,"  was  his  announcemenl 
March  15.  “It  is  well  known,"  he 
charged  March  22,  “that  Mr.  Lincoln 
secured  his  nomination  by  corrup- 
tion to  which  were  no  doubt  added 
liberal  promises  to  the  discontented 
“outs,"  that  they  would  be  counted 
in  tile  new  distribution  of  offices 
among  the  "ins.”  Discussing  Lim 
coin’s  failure  to  sign  a bill  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  contraband  trade  in  the 
South,  he  claimed  the  President's 
relatives  with  being  deeply  interested 
in  the  trade  from  which  he  alleged 
they  derived  large  profits. 

As  a member  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
Congress  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1862,  from  the  Pottsville  Pennsylva- 
nia district,  Myer  Strouse  was 
prominent,  participating  in  many  de- 
bates, and  voting  in  opposition  to  all 
measures  tending  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  Lincoln.  He  was  a Ger- 
man by  birth,  a journalist  and  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
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election  was  in  ills  thirty-eighth  year. 
StroUse,  speaking  on  the  conscrip- 
tion laws,  under  discussion  in  the 
House  on  February  3,  1864,  said  that 
the  law  was  more  despotic  than  any 
then  existing  in  Austria,  France,  or 
Prussia.  Again  on  February  12,  he 
persistently  urged  an  amendment  to 
the  conscription  law.  granting  the 
right  of  appeal  in  certain  cases  of 
exemption  from  military  service,  and 
Henry  Winter  Davis  of  Maryland 
facetiously  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  Strouse  amendment  providing 
that:  “President  Lincoln  shall  erder 
Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  not  to  move  on 
Washington  until  the  appeal  was  de- 
cided," and  the  House  adopted  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Davis.  On  May 
12,  1864,  Mr.  Strouse,  in  an  addres 
which  occupies  seven  columns  of  the 
Globe,  spoke  on  the  subject  of  the 
government  of  the  rebellious  States, 
and  characterized  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, the  proclamations  and  orders 
of  the  President,  and  the  general 
policy  of  the  administration  as  hav- 
ing in  his  judgment  dispelled  all 
hopes  of  a reunion  so  long  as  that 
policy  was  adhered  to.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, he  said,  must  divest  himself  of 
the  fallacy  that  he  is  the  government. 
The  President’s  scheme  of  emancipa- 
tion and  confiscation,  as  expressed 
in  his  proclamations,  he  believed 
were  gross  infractions  of  the  Consti 
lution  which  he  swore  to  support  and 
defend,  and  from  which  no  sophism 
of  “war  powers”  can  absolve  him. 
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Russia,  It  Is  claimed,  has  appropriated 
SFiO.OOO.OOO  for  tlio  relief  of  tho  Poles, 
and  Paderewski  and  Slenklewltz  are  ap- 
pealing for  aid  for  their  countrymen 
There  Is  no  reason,  however,  to  hopo  that 
any  portion  of  this  fund  .will  bo  used  for 
tho  benefit  of  tho  Jewish  Poles,  who,  In 
addition  to  suffering  tho  common  fate, 
have  been  betrayed  nnd  are  being  perse- 
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euted  by  their  own  countrymen.  The 
perfidy  and  treachery  of  the  Poles  aro  al- 
most beyond  belief.  Their  conduct  of 
late  years  has  gone  far  to  Justify  the  de- 
struction of  the  Polish  naUonallty  and 
the  division  of  Poland. — American  Isracl- 
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